DISEASE    AND   LITERATURE

by poets must be considered carefully. The Greek tragic poets
thus are an important source of medical history.

In reading satirical writers one must remember that they always
exaggerate. The physicians of Moliere's days were not as bad as he
pictured them. Yet the account he gives of them is true, and the
satire was perfectly justified. A new science was developing in
the 17th century, while the universities retained their mediaeval
character. The average physician behaved and reasoned like a doc-
tor of the Middle Ages and was unaware of the new science. This
produced a comical situation that Moliere exploited adding to it
his personal grudges against the profession.7

Memoirs, diaries, letters and similar documents are very re-
vealing sources. The diaries of Pepys, the letters of Madame de
Sevigne, for instance, are full of accounts of diseases and their
treatments. They give us a picture of medicine seen from the pa-
tient's angle.

NOTES

1.  See Benedetto Croce, Theory and History of Historiography, London, 1921.

2.  Lewis J. Moorman, Tuberculosis and Genius, Chicago, 1940.

3.  Dr. Herbert Silvette, of the University of Virginia, is preparing a bibliography of
works dealing with medicine in English literature which will be found extremely
useful.

4.  See e. g. George M. Gould, Biographic Clinics, 6 vols., Philadelphia, 1903-1909.

5.  Axel Hansen, Om Chlorosenst den aegte Blegsots, Optraeden i Europe, Kolding,
1928.

6.  About him see the excellent book of J. M. D. Olmsted, Claude Bernard Physiol-
ogist, New York, 1938.

7.  See O. Temldn, Studien zum "Sinn"-Begriff in der Median, Kykfos, 1929, VoL
n,p.66ff.
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